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1. The Hungarian Army has beer completely organized and equipped according to the
Soviet pattern. Plans were made as early as 1950 for its expansion, were
undertaken slowly and ere still going on. '

2. The Defense Ministry, under which all armed forces stand, is organiszed into
high sections, sections, and technical sections. The Minister exercises his
authority through the high sections. .

5. The units of the army are partly under high commands, partly directly under the
Ninistry. The high commands are those of divisions and artillery brigades.
The ocomy 8 directly under the Ministry are: AAA formations; the river
flotil2N; commmunications troops; techniocal troops) reinforcemsnt organisations;
the Military Institute; and depots. The air command has oharge of: flyer
formations; psrachute formations; airfields; ground service units; .and reinforce-
nent formations.

4. The army high commands are divided into two groups. One 18 formed by the Honvéd
ar¢a ccmmands, which are territorial foraations, having charge of barracks,
training, exercise areas, target ranges, etc., as well as materiel. There are
four of these area commands, located in Budapest, Péos, Szeged and Debrecen.

5. The army corps commands are the largest tactical formations. Thers are three of
them: XI Armored Corps in Budapest, VI Army Corps in Székesfehérvdr, and III
Arny Corps in Kecskemét. Bverything heard in recent ‘months indicates that . s
fourth corps command is being formed, to have its headquarters in Pdpa or sone-
where in the neighborhood. This will prodbably have the number IX.. The units
of this command are being organised in West Wn in Gyor, Sopron,, Nagyardvdr,
Eomdrom and the neighborhood. ’
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It should be noted that the whole Hungarian Army 1s now grouped for movement in
s southerly direction. Among other things this is indicated by the buildup ol
the road net, the fortification and the placing of the major depots. Troop
distribution points in the same direction.

Along the southern -order there are six first-class divisions; three in the trans-
Dsnube area, at Nagykanizss {troops in Zala and Siidvas counties),. KaposvLr (troops
in Somogy and West Baranya counties), and Tab (troops in Tolna apd RBast Barapys
counties); two in the great plains st Kalicsa and Kiskunfélegyhdza; and one east

of the Tisza, at Szreged. These 3ix diyisions have besn brought to high peace
strength, and have been fully supplied with divisional supporting troops and trains.
They are especially well trained in defensive combat.

0f second-class rifle divisions there are also six. Three are in ¥West Hungary,
at Veszprém, Keszthely and GySr. One is in the great plain at 3zolnok. Two are
east of the Tisze at Nyiregyhdza and Niskolo. Neither in number of troops nor
in complcteness of equipment do those equal the first three divisions named.
Their equipment 1s available in depots, but thair mobilization would take longer;
their train and reinforcement organitations are on.a skoleton basis.

0f these twelve divisions, four have been motorized; that is, there is -otbr
equipment available for the transport of the infantry and no horse-drawn transport.
The objective is to bring all 12 divisions to this status within a forseeable
period.

Thers are two armored divisions, cf high peace strength. at BEsztergom and Gyongyds.
Brsrpthins sasme o indicate that a third armored divieion is being formed in the
aven @y r-Pdpa-Nagyardvdr, although it will still Pe éome time befors 1T 18 -
complete. Organizatlional plans oall for it to be ready dy the end of 195M4.

If these divisions are closely examinod, the conclusion must be that although
the Hungerian Army is numerous, 1t is technioally quite baockward. The proportion
of armor -is vary low., .

The artillory brigades are directly under the army high comoand, and intended
for the formation of artillery strong points. They appesrsd on the T/0 for the
nutnminmﬁ.Bynnym%tannomnommbnpum One was in
the trans-Danube in Tolna county. Ohe had 1ts headquarters in Szeged and 1its
formations .in various garrisons. The third had its hesdquarters in Miskolc and
the troops in the northeast part of the country, and oconsisted largely of heavy
artillery and rocket projectors. -

Divisions have AAA formations attuched, but those mentioned below have nothing
to do with divisional troops in an organizational sense. - We &re now dealing
with AAA troops for home defense, all of which are mcterized and very moblle.
They are called AAA fai1visions® and nine of them have been identified. Three
are in the Budapest area, one in Budapest-West, one in Budapest -Bast and-one in
Budapest-Csppel. One 18 in Székesfehérvdr and 1ts industrial ares. One 1s in
Komdrom, covering the Danube _ocrossings. One io at Szolnok, covering the Tlsza
erossings. One is in Miskolc for the protection of the industriasl district in
Borsod County. One 1is being set up at Pécs, and another 18 being set up in
Szeged. The first five are complete. The rest have only one AAA regiment, and
the last two not even that. Equipment 18 still incomplete in most casesS.
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There has been no special development of the river flotilla In the last twWwo years.
There are four monitors. .The whole flotilla is organilzed in two regiments.

Each division nas its own technical formations. In addition there are technical
troops directly under the Defense Ministry, consisting of three engineer brigades,
one rallroad regiment and § bridge-building regiment. The Soviet leaders belleve
that Western air strength would knock out early the most important bridges in
Hungary. For this reason great importance 1s attached to building up a strong
reserve of trained cngineers capable of building bridges. Large quantities of
bridging material are being stored at strategic points. The reserves of such

material at various points along the Danube are now much greater than the Hungarian

Army would ever need.

he Ministry also has & communications bdrigade, cquipped with & large number of

adio apraratis.

"I

There is a noteworthy number of depots of & permanent character. Th. Soviets
count on logistic support being badly hampered by air sction in any conflict. 1In
addition, the Ministry counts on baing required to supply foreign troops as well
83 Hungarian, It is quite visidle from the placing and number of the depots,.
that Eungary is expected to bs forward base for the Soviet Army.

In addition to the army formations there are several different supporting organizations

of a paramilitary character, under military disciplire, which in the event of war
would form the home organizations. These include the military labor units, made
up of politically unreliabls slements, 16 battalions strong, the fire service,
and the air observation and warning service,

The air high comzmand is under the Defense Ministry and forms a high sectiun of
it. (Légiigyr fZcsoportvesstdl. ALl air formasions, parachute troops, airfields
and their lcogistis support fall under this sommand.

There are a% present two air divisions, One has its headquarters at Kecskemét.
Under it ars: & fighter-domder regiment &t Kecskemét, esquipped with IL-10 planes;
a fighter-tomber regimsnt at Veszprém, eguipped with TAKs; an air transport
regiment at Budapest, with 1I-2 planes. The other is & fighter division with
headmnartars gt xunudamn, not yet ocmplete. The most important airfields are
in Soviet ..ands. . .

Of airborne forces there are a parachute bdrigade of two regiments, and an airborne
regiment with two battalions. The brigade command is at Kaposvdr-Tesz&r, and its
units are at Kaposvdr and Szolnok. The parachute formations do not have their
own transport and are equipped only with light infantry weapons.

The ground cupport units are stationed at airfields, under command of air force.
There are now cight bvattalions of them.

All air zchools are undsr bthe air forcs vcm-xd. ‘Thers are now a pi lotet sheol ,
an air. officers?! echool, an air NCO school, a meshanicsé aschool, and an air
observation schocl, beside various courses of short duration. The Hungarian air
force 1s really only a symdbolic and skeleton organization. It would hardly count
in case of war. The maln reason for this backwardness is that the Soviets do

~ =not regard the Hungarian forces as sufficiently relikble. An army without an air

e

force in support can only be as independent as the commanders of the supporting

aiyr force permit.
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